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PAGE FROM AN INDIAN MANUSCRIPT DATED 1 46 1 



ACCESSIONS AND NOTES 



The annual meeting of the 

CORPORATION. The forty-ninth an- 
nual meeting of the Members of the Corpo- 
ration of The Metropolitan Museum of Art 
will be held in the Board Room, Monday 
afternoon, January 20, at 4:30 o'clock. 

A report of the transactions for the year 
1 9 18 will be presented and addresses will 
be made by the President, Robert W. de 
Forest, and others. 

Afterward tea will be served. 

Membership. At the regular meeting 
of the Board of Trustees, held on Decem- 
ber 16, the following persons, having quali- 
fied for membership in their respective 
classes, were elected: 

FELLOWS IN PERPETUITY 

Howard Russell Butler 

Vice President, National Academy of Design 
Harry W. Watrous 

Secretary, National Academy of Design 
Mrs. J. Pierpont Morgan, Sr. 
John A. Roebling 

FELLOW FOR LIFE 
Mrs. Charles D. Dickey 

SUSTAINING MEMBER 
Raymond Pitcairn 

Eighteen persons were elected Annual 
Members. 

An Indian Manuscript. In the 
Room of Recent Accessions are shown 
this month eight pages from an illus- 



trated Indian manuscript, dated 1461, of 
the Kalpa Sutra of Bhadrabahu (lives of 
the Jinas, particularly of Mahavira, founder 
of the sect). The leaves include the first 
and last pages of the book. The last page 
is dated Samvat 15 19 (A. D. 1461). Among 
the subjects the following may be noted: 
Diksa or tonsure of Mahavira, who is 
attended by the God Sakra; Nativity of 
Mahavira, the child with his mother 
Trisala. The script is a mediaeval form 
of Nagari; the language, Prakrit. 

Illustrated Indian manuscripts are very 
rare, particularly of so early a date as this 
one. A manuscript in the British Museum 
dated 1427 and two manuscripts in the 
Boston Museum, undated but belonging 
to the early part of the fifteenth century, 
together with the manuscript now under 
consideration, are probably the oldest 
known Indian paintings on paper. 

Prints in the Room of Recent Ac- 
cessions. About the walls of the Room 
of Recent Accessions have been hung etch- 
ings by J. Alden Weir and wood engrav- 
ings, in black and white and in color, by 
Rudolph Ruzicka, selected from the large 
and representative collections of theirworks 
which the Museum now possesses. 

Tomb Sculptures. — Two examples of 
funerary sculpture, one dating from the 
fourth to fifth century and the other from 
the early years of the thirteenth century, 
are exhibited this month among the new 
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accessions by purchase. The earlier of the 
two pieces is a fragment of a sarcophagus 
of the so-called Asia Minor type, of which 
the Sidamara sarcophagus in the Constan- 
tinople Museum is perhaps the best-known 
example. Of this type between twenty 
and thirty sarcophagi, or fragments of 
sarcophagi, mostly the latter, are known. 
Opinions vary as to the date, ranging be- 
tween the third and fifth century. The 
mingling of classical and Asiatic elements 
in these sarcophagi 
gives to them an un- 
usual interest for the 
student of the history 
of art. 

The fragment pur- 
chased by the Mu- 
seum represents a 
bearded man reading 
a scroll, seated in a 
niche between col- 
umns. The material 
is marble. This seat- 
ed figure closely 
resembles similar fig- 
ures on the Sidamara 
sarcophagus and on 
that from Selefkeh. 
These figures evi- 
dently represent the 
deceased, judging 
from the position 
given them in the 
decorative scheme of 
the sarcophagus. 
Our piece was previ- 
ously in a private 

collection in England, and is said to have 
been bought by the former owner during 
his travels in Asia Minor. 

The other new accession is an impressive 
example of Italian Romanesque sculpture. 
It is a large sarcophagus of Veronese mar- 
ble, North Italian, of the twelfth cen- 
tury. The lid, which possibly bore a repre- 
sentation of the deceased, is now missing, 
and the sarcophagus has evidently been 
used for many years as a watering trough. 
The front is decorated with sculpture in 
low relief of the Madonna, seated on a 
Byzantine throne and holding on her right 
knee the Divine Child, who raises His 



^^» ^?5dy3w£ 






n 


**®%a^ //&$!m ^ 




IfoSpil 




^sfe#||pSflj 




r*H\ro 




. IIP 5 ! 








ijij. V3k&*^ 
















\ \YWA 








WLWm 


111 


*M 





SAINT 
BY JACOB 



hand in blessing. On either side of this 
group is a shield, also in relief, bearing 
the arms of the Sanguinacci family. The 
arms may be described as follows: per bend 
azure and argent; two wings depressed, 
addorsed, counter-changed. At each end 
of the sarcophagus is a medallion in low 
relief of the Cross surrounded with decora- 
tive foliage; at the angles of the sarco- 
phagus are small engaged columns with 
acanthus capitals. The back is without 
ornament, as the 
sarcophagus was un- 
doubtedly placed 
against a wall, pro- 
bably on brackets. 
Italian sculpture of 
this period is so rarely 
available that the 
new accession is a 
very welcome addi- 
tion to the Museum 
collection of medi- 
aeval sculpture. 

An Undescribed 
Woodcut by Jacob 
Cornelisz. In an 
extra-illustrated copy 
of the first edition of 
Jackson and Chatto's 
well-known Treatise 
on Wood Engraving, 
purchased about a 
year ago, there was 
found an unsigned 
woodcut of Saint 
Peter, i2f inches high 
and 9^ wide. It had lost its four corners, 
and very early in its career had been col- 
ored in light yellow and two shades of 
brownish red — colors quite typical of the 
early sixteenth-century Netherlandish work. 
A manuscript note beside it on the page 
stated it to be a color print by Wohlgemuth, 
each of which statements, however, was ob- 
viously untrue. It seems to be unquestion- 
ably the work of Jacob Cornelisz, and is 
here reproduced because it is not described 
in any of the available printed catalogues 
of his work. Campbell Dodgson writes 
me that he concurs in this attribution. 

W. M. I., Jr. 



PETER 
CORNELISZ 
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Exhibition of Japanese Color Prints. 
In Gallery H n, the room devoted to 
Japanese prints, the Hiroshiges have been 
removed and a selection of the so-called 
primitives has taken their places. 

The Palmer Collection of Furni- 
ture. To make room for the exhibition 
of work by American manufacturers and 
designers brought together to show Museum 
influence, it was necessary on January 6, 
to remove from exhibition temporarily the 
recently purchased George S. Palmer Col- 
lection of eighteenth-century American and 
English furniture, which was shown during 
December in Wing J. Within a short 
time these remarkable examples of English 
and American furniture will again be avail- 
able for study, as it is planned to place 
them on exhibition in the galleries of Eng- 
lish and American decorative art in the 
Pierpont Morgan Wing and in the supple- 
mentary galleries in the basement of Wing H. 

The Children's Bulletin. Simultan- 
eously with the completion of the thir- 
teenth volume of the Bulletin with the 
December, 19 18, issue, the Children's 
Bulletin reached the end of its second 
year. This quarterly publication 1 for the 
boys and girls included in its second vol- 
ume the following stories, any or all of 
which may be procured by sending to 
the Museum: The Gift of the Moon Prin- 
cess, an old Japanese legend adapted and 
given a new ending in order to link it with 
the processes of lacquering and form an 



introduction to the study of the Japanese 
lacquers of the Museum collection; A 
Glass-Blower of Murano, a story based on 
fact that reveals the artistic ideals of some 
of the workers in this exquisite fabric; 
From Domremy to Rheims: how a Girl's 
Dream Came True, a retelling of the won- 
derful life of Joan of Arc up to the day 
when her king was crowned, with reference 
to such objects in the Museum as Bastien- 
Lepage's painting and the helmet reputed 
to have been worn by the Maid; and A 
Family of Cathedral Builders, an attempt 
to give in story form some suggestion of the 
spirit of the age when the Gothic churches 
were built and a few of their chief charac- 
teristics. These stories have been made 
as full of color and life and conversation 
as the subjects permitted, with the needs 
of story-tellers in mind, and have proved 
serviceable for such use, as well as for the 
reading of the children themselves. 

Index to Volume XIII of the Bul- 
letin. An Index to the thirteenth volume 
of the Bulletin, completed with the 
December, 1918, issue, has been prepared 
and will be sent to the Fellows of the 
Museum, as well as to all the libraries and 
museums on our mailing list. It will also 
be sent to any person who received the 
Bulletin, if he will apply for it by post- 
card during the next thirty days. By 
this method of distribution, it is hoped 
to comply with the request of the Govern- 
ment to conserve the paper supply and 
to place the Index in the possession of 
every person for whom it has any value. 



LIST OF ACCESSIONS AND LOANS 

DECEMBER, I918 

CLASS OBJECT SOURCE 

Arms and Armor Brassard-gauntlet, North Indian, XVI — 

(Wing H, Room 5) XVI I century Purchase. 

Ceramics fCup, Sino-Lowestoft, English, XIX cent. Gift of Miss M. A. Taft. 

Drawings *Drawings (3), by John Flaxman, British, 

,755 — ,826 Gift of Scott and Fowles. 

1 Price, 10 cents a number; 40 cents a year. 

*Not yet placed on Exhibition. 

t Recent Accessions Room (Floor I, Room 6). 
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